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BACKGROUND 

A new set of rules for the transport of Dangerous Goods (made up of new State Regulations and a new edition 
of the Australian Dangerous Goods Code (ADG7)) commenced on 1 January 2009. 

The previous Code (ADG6) was updated to ADG7 to align with the United Nations Model regulations and aims 
to reduce inter-modal inefficiencies for the domestic land transport industry. The new set of rules provides 
greater consistency for those transporting dangerous goods across State borders, whether by road or rail in 
Australia. 

HOW MIGHT IT AFFECT YOU? 

The South Australian Dangerous Substances (Dangerous Goods Transport) Regulations 2008 (the Regulations) 
have been in force since 1 January 2009.  Compliance with either ADG6 or ADG7 was permitted up until 31 
December 2009 as a transitional arrangement under the Regulations. The one year transition period allowed 
everyone involved in the transport of dangerous goods, the opportunity to make any changes necessary to be in 
a position to comply with the new set of rules.  

From 1 January 2010, full compliance with ADG7 will be enforced by the dangerous goods Competent 
Authority. 

The rules set out the responsibilities of anyone transporting dangerous goods, via road or rail, and associated 
licensing, approvals, exemptions, determinations, packaging, labelling, placarding, stowage, documentation, 
insurance and emergency procedures. 

THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE IMPORTANT FOR THE TRANSPORT INDUSTRY TO NOTE: 

 Both vehicle and driver are required to be licensed to transport dangerous goods when the load includes 
dangerous goods in a container with a capacity of more than 500 litres; or more than 500 kilograms of 
dangerous goods is in a container on the vehicle.  No licence is required when dangerous goods are 
transported in Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs) and the total capacity of IBCs on the vehicle is not more 
than 3000 litres, provided that the IBCs are not filled or emptied while on the vehicle. 

 A person may only apply to the Competent Authority in the State or Territory in which he/she normally reside 
to obtain or renew a Dangerous Goods Driver Licence. 

 Only Registered Training Organisations (RTO) and RTO Assessors approved by SafeWork SA can deliver 
training in SA to people  applying for a Dangerous Goods Driver Licence.   RTO assessors must hold a 
Certificate IV in Training & Assessment, have at least 5 years industry experience in bulk dangerous goods 
transport and must pass a competency test conducted by the Competent Authority.  

 Applicants for a new Dangerous Goods Driver licence must have passed an approved course within the 
immediate preceding 6 months. The current approved training course that is nationally recognised by the 
Competent Authority is the Unit of Competency 30744QLD course (delivered by approved RTOs). 

 Licence renewals have changed in that you must renew no earlier than 2 months prior and no later than 7 
days before the expiry date. This applies to dangerous goods driver licence and vehicle licence. If you do not 
renew by that time, your licence will automatically lapse. Ensure you allow plenty of time for licence renewal. 

 Industry specific training for licensed drivers, consignors, and others directly involved in the transport chain is 
required to ensure all are aware of the new rules. The organisation that trained you or had trained your 
licensed drivers will be able to assist you to do this. 

 All packaging used for the transport of dangerous goods require design approvals from the Competent 
Authority.  These include items such as: drums, barrels, boxes, bags, overpacks, large packaging, IBCs, 
MEGCs, pressure receptacles, tanks, bulk containers, freight containers and tank vehicles.  The design and 
construction of packaging must also comply with ADG7 specifications. 
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 A person must not manufacture or assemble a road tank vehicle for dangerous goods transport without a 
valid design approval from the Competent Authority. Tank vehicles must be designed and built in accordance 
to ADG7 specifications and all relevant parts of AS2809. Manufacturers of road tank vehicles must also 
attach a compliance plate to the vehicle containing the information as prescribed by ADG7 in section 
6.9.2.2.3.   

 All road tank vehicles used to transport dangerous goods must be licensed. Road Tank Vehicles will only be 
licensed where a valid dangerous goods design approval number has been issued by the Competent 
Authority. 

 ADG7 covers new technical requirements for the design and construction of bulk containers to transport solid 
dangerous goods. The permitted solid dangerous goods that may be transported in bulk containers are 
identified in the dangerous goods list table where an assignment of BK1 or BK2 appears in Column 10. 

  Further information and explanatory notes on the key changes between ADG6 and ADG7 Code contents can 
be found in volume 2 of ADG7 appendix titled ADG7 Information Guide. 

 Duties extend to all persons involved in the transport chain to ensure that goods that are too dangerous to be 
transported are not consigned. 

 One change is to increase public liability insurance to $5 million per vehicle or each trailer used to carry 
dangerous goods in a placard load. 

 The powers of authorised officers (such as Police) extend to both road and rail. Authorised officers can stop 
and search vehicles, give directions to rail operators, inspect and search premises, seize and remove 
documentation, equipment and records, and obtain warrants. 

 

For all matters relating to licensing, please contact SafeWork SA on telephone 1300 365 255 


